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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI

Application No.272 of 2024 (SZ)

K. Saravanan s/o kasinathan

Aged about 37 years

30. ururkuppam, Besant Nagar, Chennai — 90 - Applicant

Vs
1. Tamil Nadu Coastal Zone Management Authority

By its Member Secretary
1. Jennis Road, Panagal Building
Ground Floor, Saidapet, Chennai — 600 015

2. The National Highways Authority of India

Rep by its Project Director
Sri Balaji Towers, 54-28, Butt Road, near kathipara Junction
South Phase, SP Industrial Estate Area, Parangi malai

Guindy, Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 600 016 - Respondents

Status report filed by the 2" Respondent (as on 13.11.2025 )
| M S. Chaithanya son of Mr. M. Thejendranath, Hindu, aged about

41 years, presently working as Project Director, Project Implementation

Unit (PIU) — Chengalpattu, having office at No. 41/8A, 2/285, Second

WWY}FF\’H IM.S. Chaithanya

qﬂm.ﬁémﬁl Project Director

9.8, YTerIg, 1PIU Chengalpattuy,
5
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floor. Velachery Tambaram  Main  Road
ol -

Santhoshapuram
Medavakkam Chengalpatiu District, do hereby solemnly affirm and

sincerely state as follows:

| am serving as Project Director, Project Implementation Unit -
Chengalpattu, National Highways Authority of India and I am conversant
with the facts of the case from the records available in the office as such

| am Competent to swear this status report on behalf of 2 Respondent.

o | submit that the existing ECR connecting Chennai & Puducherry
was initially designated as State Highway (SH-59). The stretch was
developed as 2 Lane with Paved Shoulder / 2 Lane by State Government

of Tamil Nadu through its corporation M/s. TNRDC

3. | humbly submit that during execution of works by M/s SPL ECR
Highway Pvt., Ltd., this petition is filed before NGT Southern Zone,

Chennai Bench seeking to

a). direct the 2" Respondent to remove all the soil and other
materials dumped inside the Yedayanthittu estuary and restore the area

to its original condition

b). direct the 2™ Respondent to construct a bridge on stilts across
the entire width of the estuary, and notfill in/create embankments in CRZ

IB and IVB areas as per the approved CZMP.

-,
o, 1. de 1S, Chaitha

aforn fders| Project Uire:tif
g.an.§. demg |PIU Chengal?
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c) direct the 2nd Respondent to ayoid the area marked as CRZ in aligning

the bridge, and restore the areg destroyed by clearing mangroves and

land filling

d). direct the 1st Respondent to take action against the 2" Respondent

for violation of CRZ notification 2011,

4. | humbly submit that this following the directions of NGT during

hearing on 18.07.2025 Passed orders which is extracted below

" it is admitted that the Proposed project is not being constructed fully on
stilts or pillars in the CRZ area, Accordingly, the project Director is directed
to explore the possibility of either re-aligning the proposed bridge or
ensuring that it is constructed on stilts or pillars so as to address the

regulatory concerns.”

5. | humbly submit that in pursuance to this daily order dated
18.7.2025, the project Director vide letter No. 1684, dated. 19.07.2025
instructed the Concessionaire to not to take up approach works on both

sides of newly constructed Major Bridge at Km. 55+350 across

Marakkanam Backwaters.

UH. QR YT | M.S. Chaithanya
qﬁ?ﬁmt\.ﬁéﬂ?fil Project Director
Q.Y ST |pjy Chengalpatty

4
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\  Status of Ongoing Project:
A 2iE

Rased on the report furpisheg by IE, the status of workg eXec

Uted
by Concessionaire as on 19,07 snyc i as hereunder:

. Outof 2.178 Km highyg, scope

(barring structure length), Work

executed inalength of 1 434 Km which are at varioys levels /g

of highway construction,

ii. ~Similarly, the status of the structure works also assessed.

Major Bridge at km. 55435, PSC Girders erected in 4 11

Spans of the strycture

Deck Slab cast at 6 spans out of
11 spans.

Work in progress in 3 more spans
Minor Bridge at km. 55+813: Substructure completed

All PSC girders Cast and kept

ready for erection
SVUP at km. 55+920: Piles completed.

i The value of the works executed, both highway and structure part

arrived at 67% of the scope in the stretch from km. 54+600 to km.

56+130

—

C;’L T

e, o, AT [M.S. Chaif! "
. - Chpf°
ufaarn fieea| Project DI

attu
q.a7.4, ST, 1PIU ChengalP
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The total value of works on the approaches is about Rs.48.13 Crs,

out of which works for Rs. 32.24 Crs has been executed, which is

66.99 %.

B. Condition of Existing Old Bridge:

6. | humbly submit that as per the original scope of the development
project, it is also proposed to Repair & Rehabilitation the existing 2 lane
bridge. It is proposed to complete new bridge on LHS along with
approaches for diversion of traffic and then to take up rehabilitation of the

existing bridge. The existing bridge of 396 mtrs i.e., 44x9m span.

7. The stilts supporting the deck are in damaged / dilapidated condition
requiring immediate repair. Out of total 528 Nos of stilts i.e., 44x12, 144

Nos requires major repairs and there are vertical cracks along the 16 Nos

of piers. Further, it is also to submit that out of 44 spans, majority of slabs
are in damaged condition and at 09 Nos of location even reinforcement is
exposed outside. Site photographs of various elements on existing bridge

are enclosed herewith vide Annexure — |.

8.  From the photograph, it may be observed that the damages are

very severe which requires detailed rehabilitation based on the Condition

Assessment for the structure and approved methodology based on Test

Reports. g Z

qq.tm.%i?mn IM.S. Chaithanya
Qﬁmm.ﬁ‘ﬁ??ﬂ?l Project Director
9.3, WT‘&, |PIU Chengalpattu
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of the exsting Bridge.

c. Status of Traffic Diversion:

10 1 humbly submit that as per the directions of NG, fyyf Works on
the approach is put on hold and temporary diversion has been given from

LHS to RHS on the approaches of existing bridge. The total length of
diversion provided for Chennai to Puducherry traffic towards existing
Bridge is about 70 mtrs with level difference of about 2.95 mtrs (Location

drawings and site photographs submitted).

The geometrics of these diversions can attend the needs of traffic
temporaly during construction stage. However, these geometrics are of
substandard for catering the long-term needs of traffic due to safety

hazards for bidirectional traffic and increase in traffic volume day-by-day.

From the diversion drawings, it may be observed that the traffic has
been deviated for about 18 mirs in lateral directions and about 3 mtrs

vertical directions within short distance of about 75 mtrs. This may cause

. et | M5 chaitha
afior Fred®! project Uu‘t‘;c
., s, (P Chenos®
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sernous threat to the safe

ty of T
IWo-wheelers g Light Vehicular traffic

4ence, the construction
Hence of aPproaches tg the new Bridge is very much

cssential at this stage fo idi
esse 9% 10T Providing a straigp highway to avoid fatalities at

this location.

D. Hydraulic Analysis on Tidal sur e
——1dal surge:

flood risk due to the construction of the new bridge. It is due to narrow

width of the opening of 200m at the sea mouth and presence of Kazhuveli

Tank on the upstream which access surge area.

12. It is also to submit that the existing bridge of 396 mtrs was
constructed prior to 2004 Tsunami and no adverse impact recording
during the Tsunami. Hence, itis humbly submitted that the length of bridge
is sufficient to cater the needs of tidal surge like Tsunami conditions based

on the response during previous incidents and hydraulic modelling as well.

. =T |M.S. Chaithanya

ufgyor fem | Project Director

q.m . 4UETE 1PIU Chengalpatty
A
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f proposal for New Alane Bridge

\ PTIRIARL ihat NI {Al has l"'(‘“l»‘ﬁff“(, th
‘dthat DPR consultant pay.

st preparation of altern;

.« ARED “ales fi a(C‘
_Aaaaa 0
ptions for construction of

\aor Bridge for entire length of the backy,
aters. The consultant

ched the reports wherein it is estimateqd that th
' e Total Proj
ject Cost

' Major Bri
vowards the construction of new Major Bridge for enti
1 Ire length of th
)

hackwaters may be Rs. 220 Crs.

As per the parallel alignment of new 4lane bridge for 1368 Mtrs, the
spproaches requires realignment on both sides i.e.. for 1308 Mtrs
ttaikadu Village, Chengalpattu District towards Chennai side & 1424

Mirs towards Marakkanam Village, Villupuram District towards

pondicherry side. Hence, new Project Highway shall be taken up for

a total length of about 04 Km for realignment of highway and

construction of new Major Bridge.

14 | humbly submit that for the Newly realigned portion of highway
including

requires acquisition of additional lands for about 16.4 Hec |

residential building of more than 60 Numbers. The realignment portion on

the approaches to Bridge i.e., 630 mtrs in Chengalpattu District (towards

Chennai side) falls under CRZ Boundary and 835 mtrs in Villupuram

falls under CRZ Boundary.

District  (towards  Puducherry — side)

Al ﬁ>9rrl Proje

QR’Hv
gfrerg, (PIU Chen

alpa“
g.an.d. ?
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‘ ecessa
Accordingly, n Y CRZ Clearance also should be obtained for taking
up of the realignment project

Details of CRZ zone as hereunder-

* Source: TNGIS (For information only)

15.

- Chainage As per |
)
Sl. No 3pproved CRZ | Length
From To Notification, | in Kgm District
. 20
; 54.950 55.035 N[;g 0.085
Nz g
: ggg?g ggg;g CRZZIA T 0280] Chengalpattu
A : CRZIB 0018]  (830m)
55333 | 55580 | Crzve 00|
91 555801 55667 CRovg T par
6| 55667 S5717| croma 0"056
| S5717| 55964 cryy 0047
g ggggg 22.982 CRZ-IA 0.018|  Vilupuram
. 152 CRZ-I 0170 |  (835m)
10| 56.152| 56.310 CRZ-1A 0.158
1] 56310] 5630 cro 0.010
11] 56320 56415 CRZI 0.09
i 095
Total Length of CRZ Area 1.465

| humbly submit that as a Part of widening project, the existing

Mangrove Plantation got affected for a length 876 Mtrs of about 30,100

Sqm. Further, the existing Mangrove Plantation for about 55,700 Sq.m for

a length of about 796 Mtrs will get affected if the construction zone of new

4lane bridge is commenced. This will be in addition to already affected

30,100 Sgm of Mangrove Plantation for the widening portion. Besides,

the detailed Environmental Impact study shall be carried out for the

realignment portion.

J ¢

/
/
X7 &
UW.TH. 86T | M.S. Chaithanya
qfaia e | Project Director

q.@.%. 4Teg, |PIU Chengalpatty
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that Various pre-construction

submit .
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|

eition of lands for about 16.392 Ha. ie., 7.848 Ha In Chengal
Ui DEINU

Hetrict & g 544 HaIn Villupuram District should also be taken up towarq
S L ar S
_onstruction of approaches to new bridge. Hence, even in the case of

-~

~onstruction of new bridge with Total Project Cost of about 220.092 Crs

various pre—construction activities like land acquisition, utilities. CRZ

clearance, Environmental Impact study toward mitigation of mangrove

cutting shall be taken up prior to commencement of construction of new

bridge. Keeping in view of procedure involved and complex nature of

activities with time consuming Process, the new 4lane bridge may be
taken up as a future new separate project. Further the existing bridge and

approaches can be dismantled only after completion of new bridge along

with approaches. All these factors are brought to the kind consideration of

this Hon'ble Tribunal.

17 | humbly submit that, till completion of new bridge, the entire 4lane

traffic shall travel through the existing old bridge, which is already in

damaged condition. In this case any damage to the existing bridge due

to high traffic conditions and without strengthening / rehabilitation

activities, there is no alternate route available for the road users of East

Coast Hence, NHAI may be permitted to complete the new bridge

approaches which is stopped as per the directions of Hon'ble fribunal.
Chdilh"

W M M Dr er
qﬁzﬁ? fererd| E{SJQ gl
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v | humbly submit that in .
1 Lin view of the above, the Authority may be

llowe omplete tl :
allowed to comj 1€ Construction of approaches to the new bridge as

like land acquisition and CRZ Clearance, etc

19. | humbly submit that the Authority obtained CRZ clearance for the

project on 23.10.2020, the details are available in the portal. In the CRZ

clearance, the details of proposed bridge across Backwaters specified
correctly. The applicant M/s. K. Saravanan initially filed application of
0572025 on 15.01.2023 i.e., very much before commencement of the

project. The project achieved Appointed Date after about 12 months i.e.,

December 2023, the Concessionaire commenced works across
backwaters i.e., Odaiyur & Marakkanam. Subsequently, in the month of
March 2024 i.e., within 04 months from the start of Project works, the
applicant has filed another application regarding dumping soil inside the
Odaiyur Lagoon and based on the report received from SEIAA,
Environmental Compensation damages of Rs. 9,60,000/- was imposed
against Concessionaire. Again, in the month of September 2024, the

applicant has filed another application of 272/2024 toward removal of soil

and other materials dumped in Yedayanthitu Estuary. / (i//

QW(Q/T?gWﬂ' IM.S. Chaithanya

afaror 2| Project Director
g8, dTETg |PIU Chengalpatty

A
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S0 hembly submit that even though applican g aware of
) 163 f”f,{'r"'!:‘}

bedoe detads across backwaters well before commencement of
T O work g

e wsue of construction of bridge was neyer raised in a
n

Yy of the

apphicatons  Sufficiency of project was discyssed during persong
appearance of Project Director on 07.11.2024 Accordingly, the detailed
Hydrological study was done and submitted to the Tribunal on 24.06.2025,
during personal appearance of Project Director again in 18.07.2025, the

Applicant has randomly raised the issue on length of Bridge across the

Backwaters which is almost 57 months after obtaining clearance for the

project from October 2020 and 37 months after commencement of works

at the project (December 2023). The reason for such inordinate delay in
raising the issue of full-length Bridge by the Applicant is not known to this
respondent. At this stage after completion of works at the cost of Rs 32.24
Crs Applicant is requesting for replacing new structure across Backwaters
and it causes very high inconvenience to the road users and causes
additional damage to the Environment through disturbing the additionally
affected existing Mangroves along the proposed new Bridge construction.
From the comparison, it may be observed that the widening portion is has
limited effect on the Mangroves which affected 30,100 Sqm. Whereas,

the construction of new Bridge if commenced would affect 55,700 Sqm of

Mangroves which is much higher.

g

UH.OR7. =T | M.S. Chaithi
uftarsr e | project Direc
u.%1.3. Teaz | PIU Chenga'p
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22 I'humbly submit that N,
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: 0 evol

review construction of New 4 V€ a separate DPR tg
a

Bndge & Embankment baseq d'sma”“'”g of existing

o .
N detaileq Environmental

Assessment. Impact

the existing old bridge and thus render Justice.

L4

TH.QRA.9IT IM.S. Chaithanya
Qﬁ'ﬁ\l"\n':l[_ﬁéﬂﬁ! Project Director
9.1, FTEUE |PIU Chengalpatty

Solemnly affirmed at Chennai this the Respondent

13" Day of Nov. 2025 and signed FFOR ) <
hi : ' B E ) N4
is name in my presence 4 ﬁ/i [[V] }L:‘} "y
Advocate VS o) Ofrd
& /141/ Z‘-‘ LT
! ]/ v,
\[V)‘. (Lank &=
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BEFORE THE NATIONA GREEN
TRIBUNAL SOV THERN ZONE
CHE MNAL

OA No 272 of 2024 (5Z)

K Saravanan
-Applicant
Vs

2. The National Highways Authority
of India

Rep by its Project Director

Sri Balaji Towers, 54-28, Butt Road,
near kathipara Junction South
Phase,

SPIndustrial Estate Area,

Parangi malai Guindy,

Chennai, Tamil Nadu - 600 016
Respondents '

Status report filed by the 2nd
Respondent (as on 13.11.2025)

Mrs.S.R.Sumathy, B.A.B.L.,
G- 3, Singapore Plaza
164, LighiChetty Street
Chennai— 600 001
Cell; 944332624
e-mail: sumy83(@yahoo.com
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Annexure - | Condition Photos of existing Major Bridge at km
55+350.

. Annexure - Il - Diversion Plan Drawing and Photos.

e Sina Prates
. Annexure - Il - at Km 54+550 > \WE RS

. Annexure - IV - Existing Mangrove Plantation details. (Photos)

. Annexure - V - Construction of New Bridge if commenced,
affected Mangrove Plantation details.
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Londitian photos of existing Major Deidge at ki, 550150 | )
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Span 31 Pier Cap Structural Concrete Dar_nagcd f_Sr_Jén -31, Deck Slab Bottom Structural Concrete
and Renforcement [ xposed Damaged and Reinforcement Exposed
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Span 32 Dmk Slab Bottom Structural Concrete

. Damaged and Relnforcement Exposed
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Span -33, Deck Slab Bottom Structural Concrete
Damaged and Reinforcement Exposed

Span -33, Deck Slab Bottom Structural Concrete
Damaged and Reinforcement Exposed
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Span -33, Deck Slab Bottom Structural Concrete
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Span <33, Pier Cap Structural Concrete Damaged
and Reinforcement Exposed
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Span -33, Deck Slab Bottom Structural Concrete

Span -33, Pier Cap Structural Concrete Damaged
and Reinfarcement Exposed

Damaged and Reinforcement Exposed
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Span -34, Deck Slab Bottom Structural Concrete
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Damaged and Reinforcement Exposed
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» Pier Crack Observed
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Span -42, Pier Structural Concrete Damaged and | Span -42, Pier Structural Concrete Damaged and |
Reinforcement Exposed

Reinforcement Exposed
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Span - 42, Pier Crack Observed

Span -42, Pier Structural Concrete Damaged and
Reinforcement Exposed
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Photos showing the steep ramp diversion with high embankment filling at km. 55+800:
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Construction of New Bridge if commenced, affected Mangrove
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